Overview of imaging in multiple sclerosis and white matter disease.
MR imaging is the dominant paraclinical test for evaluating multiple sclerosis (MS) because of its exquisite sensitivity to white matter pathology. Knowledge of the signal characteristics of MS lesions, anatomic distribution of lesions, differential diagnosis, and most important, the clinical context, markedly improve the specificity of the MR examination. MR imaging findings can be used to predict future conversion to clinically definite MS before a second clinical exacerbation.